
Message from the GtC Team,

Welcome back GtC students!  We hope that you had a productive and relaxing winter break 
and that you are ready to start a successful spring semester. 

There are many academic challenges, school deadlines and life-changing situations all  of you 
will most likely encounter this year. We want to remind you, we are here to assist you! 

The Gateway to College program and SRJC resources will help all of you achieve academic and 
personal success. This is your lucky year! Throughout your college experience, it is possible to 
encounter problems with a particular class or with certain assignments. When this occurs it is 
important to talk to the counselors and staff. Our program offers many resources for our 
students, but it is up to you to take advantage of our services. 

Remember that the GtC program is a great door that leads to successful opportunities, but it is 
up to you to walk through it! 

2015 can be your best year ever! 
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The Puente Project at Allan Hancock College wrapped up with its first 
semester and we are preparing for the Spring 2018. The 2017-2018 
student cohort attended an end of the semester winter potluck to 
celebrate all of their hard work. Join us in our first Puente Newsletter 
as we recap the highlights  of our first semester. – Puente Team

N E W S L E T T E R



The Puente Project has been implemented at Allan Hancock College to help 

close the achievement gap in transfer rates amongst our economically 
disadvantaged and Hispanic/Latino students. It is supported through our

Integrated Plan: Basic Skills Initiative, Student Equity, and 3SP.

The PUENTE Community College Program is an academic, counseling and 

mentoring program of support for students to build the skills necessary for 
success in both academic and career goals while in community college. Students 

enrolled in the PUENTE program work closely with their Counselor, English 

Instructor and Mentor to prepare for transfer to four-year.

There are currently 65 California Community Colleges that are participating in 

the Puente Project!

http://puente.berkeley.edu/

Hispanics/Latinos
5.6 percentage point gap 

of disproportionate Impact



Clean➢ Spring Field Trip(s) March 20-21: Puentistas will be take a field trip 

during our spring break to Southern California universities. This will 

be an overnight trip and schools will include UCLA to UC Irvine, CSU 

Long Beach and USC or CSULA. Other local field trips will also take 

place during the semester to CPSLO or UC Santa Barbara.

➢ Noche de Familia: Friday, Feb 23, in G-106. Puentistas will be 

matched with a mentor working in the career of their interest. 

Mentor days will be coordinated throughout the semester and an 

end of the year celebration will take care place to culminate the 

experience.

➢ English 101 and Personal Development 115: Puentistas will be 

enrolled in these courses in the spring 2018 semester. English 101 

will continue to include Latinx authors and discussions about  

family, culture, and society. Personal Development 115 is a career 

course and will be linked in with the Mentor component. 

Puentistas will  explore personal interests and values and how they 

tie in to career selection.  

➢ Puente Student Club: A major part of Puente includes leadership 

and  getting involved on campus and in the community. We will 

launch our club this Spring 2018 semester to give students an 

opportunity to be a part of campus activities and to coordinate 

events that can positively impact AHC.

Upcoming Events



Noche De Famila

The Puente Project at Allan Hancock College hosted “Noche
de Familia” which translates to “Family Night” from Spanish.  

“Puentistas” and their families enjoyed dinner and participated in 
activities to kick off the academic year and gear up in order to be 
successful students. They were provided with school supplies and 
important information about the Puente Project. 

Our first cohort of “Puentistas” were welcomed by President 
Walthers who delivered a powerful message of pride and honor to 
the students as they were selected through an intensive application 
process to be a part of this great learning community. 
j



Fall 2017 Field Trip
Puente students attended a field trip to both UC Davis and California 
State University, Sacramento. Students toured the UC Davis campus 
and attended workshops that focused on transfer and student success. 

The highlight was AHC’s previous ASBG President, Michael Huggins, 
who arrived as a presenter on the UC Davis student panel. A recent 
transfer to UC Davis, he shared his transition experience into the 
quarter system, how he became involved on campus, and how the AHC 
scholarships helped him financially.

Following the UC Davis visit, students enjoyed a dinner and theater 
performance in downtown Sacramento. The next day students 
attended the Puente motivational conference at California State 
University, Sacramento with over 1,000 Puente attendees. Students got 
to tour the campus and attend workshops focused on transfer and 
student success.



CleanIn our English 595 class, students read short stories, essays, and books 

by prominent Latinx authors that generated discussions about culture, 

family, education, and ethics. 

The book Enrique’s Journey, by Sonia Nazario, was selected for 

students to read and implement into their final essay. It tells a  story of 

a 17-year-old boy's struggle to travel across Mexico to the United 

States to reunite with his mother.  

In Personal Development 101, students learned about important 

college resources and study skills. They also shared about their lives 

through self-portrait presentations that included their values and roles 

in life, goals and favorite quotes, as well as how they view education.

In both courses, students formed “familias” and got a chance to work 

closely with each other on class assignments and projects.

Puente Learning Community
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Maria Pacheco wants to 
major in Computer Sci. or  
Agricultural Engineering. 
She hopes to transfer to  
Cal Poly SLO. Her favorite 
part of Puente was reading 
the book in English class!   

Allan Dominguez wants to 
major in communications.  He 
hopes to transfer to CSULB 
CSULA, or CSUN. He enjoys 
music and football. His favorite 
Puente experience was the 
self-portrait presentations. 

Pablo Andrade-Arreola wants to 
major in Engineering. He plans on 
attending Cal Poly SLO or Sac 
State. He enjoyed the field trip to 
Sac State & UC Davis. He likes 
spending time with friends and 
family and his new job at Target.

Crystal Flores wants to major in 
Sociology. She hopes to transfer to 
Sac State or UCLA. Her goal is to 
become a probation officer. Her 
hobbies include listening to music, 
practicing softball, hanging out with 
friends and family. Her favorite part 
of Puente was the field trip!


